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The French May Arts Festival - 2021 edition

Your Artistic Getaway
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While the borders are closed, and the pandemic strikes the cultural art scene,
we invite you to an extraordinary artistic journey.

More committed than ever to nourish the local art scene and foster cultural
exchanges, the French May Arts Festival will feature French and local artists’
influences, interactions, and inspirations.

The French May Arts Festival is unique by the diversity of its programme. This
year, we will notably present a remarkable exhibition in collaboration with
Centre Pompidou, Paris and the Hong Kong Museum of Art dedicated to
the Surrealism. The acclaimed theatre director Tang Shu-Wing will stage the
contemporary French comedy Plus Viraie que Nature while local jazz musicians
will pay tribute to the French Cinema. Braving quarantines, French conductor
Sylvain Gasancon will come to Hong Kong to collaborate with the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra for a series of classical concerts. In the meantime,
the Hong Kong Ballet will evoke choreographer Balanchine’s life in New York,
Moscow and Paris.

No matter the borders, let's escape together for an Artistic Getaway!
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Foreword from Alliance Francgaise
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Together with the French May Arts Festival, we invite you to an extraordinary
artistic journey.

Alliance Francaise and the French May Arts Festival have been committed to
nourish the local art scene and foster cultural exchanges especially in this difficult
period to showcase and highlight French and local artists’ influences, interactions,
and inspirations.

Tonight's concert is a perfect example of what the French May Arts Festival brings
to Hong Kong audiences this year while the borders are still closed with an on-
going world pandemic that strikes the cultural art scene.

In this concert, Patrick Lui pays tribute to the French Cinema with his Patrick Lui
Jazz Orchestra and guest Montreux Jazz Festival Award-winning singer, Talie
Monin. Patrick rearranged some French film theme music for his big band and
this specifically shows some of the most beautiful scores in French cinema or by
French film music composers.The artists will interpret their music along with the
screening of extracts of corresponding films to help the audience immerse into a
perfect movie experience.

We are particularly grateful to the French May and to the curator and show
director Icy Lai, for bringing this project to life. We are happy and proud to
produce this beautiful concert with French May Arts Festival.
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Patrick Lui: Music Director, Composer, Arranger,
Pianist

Patrick Lui is an award-winning pianist, composer, arranger, and producer. Since
graduating from Berklee College of Music, he has performed around the world including
cities of New York, Amsterdam, Berlin, Paris, London, Taipei, and Osaka. He was the winner
of the Taichung Jazz Piano Competition, a semi-finalist at the Bucharest International Jazz
Competition, and has appeared in different music festivals such as EUROPAfest, Taichung
Jazz Festival, JENerations Jazz Festival (USA), Kanazawa Street Jazz, Clockenflap, and
Freespace Jazz Festival among others.

As an active composer, Patrick contributed to the score for three feature films ("The
Bounty", "This Is Not What | Expected", and "Chasing The Dragon"), and has also composed
music for television programs and theatrical works for Radio & Television Hong Kong and
Hong Kong Dance Company. Venturing into music other than jazz, he received a full
scholarship from The Hong Kong Jockey Club Music and Dance Fund and is pursuing his
Master's degree at The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, furthering his studies in
traditional music.

In the pop music field, he is a frequent collaborator with RubberBand, and their works
together have received wide acclaim. The album "Easy", which they co-produced in 2012,
was awarded the prestigious ‘Aloum of The Year’ by Commercial Radio Hong Kong. They
have also won ‘Best Performance by a Band' two times at the CASH Golden Sail Music
Awards. In 2020, Patrick again co-produced and arranged for RubberBand'’s album "i",
which featured his big band arrangements. Patrick also served as the pianist for Hong
Kong's foremost artist Eason Chan's worldwide tour ‘Eason Says C'mon In’.

Patrick performs his compositions with his own big band as well as others abroad: he has
been invited to perform with Taipei Jazz Orchestra at the Chiayi City International Band
Festival in Taiwan, and Kyoto Composers Jazz Orchestra in Osaka, Japan, both times as
guest conductor and pianist. His own big band, Patrick Lui Jazz Orchestra, appeared as
the opening act for the Jazz Marathon 2019 with Will Vinson as special guest. As one of
the headliners of Freespace Jazz Festival 2020 hosted by West Kowloon Cultural District,
Patrick Lui Jazz Orchestra collaborated with Angelita Li to perform two sold-out and
critically acclaimed multi-media concerts, paying tribute to jazz legend Billie Holiday. On
the international front, the orchestra was invited by the Jazz Education Network in the US
to perform at their 2021 annual conference.

Patrick’s debut big band album, "Sonder", was released in 2020. The album was recorded
in New York City at the renowned Systems Two Recording Studio. The band consisted of
all New York-based jazz musicians, featuring Alex Sipiagin on two songs. The album was
recorded, mixed and mastered by two-time Grammy award winner Mike Marciano, and
distributed by Sony Music.

Patrick participated in Hong Kong Arts Festival in 2021 as band leader and performer for
the project Playground as part of the No Limits series, featuring a world premiere of a
composition by Ng Cheuk-yin.

In March 2021, Patrick’s jazz orchestra composition ‘Mirror Dance' won the Marvin
Hamlisch International Music Awards (Jazz Composition, Emerging Division).
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Talie Monin: Guest Vocalist

A standout vocalist since her earliest days growing up in Johannesburg,
South Africa, Talie Monin, (Ngobile Mchunu in her native Zulu) won
numerous local singing contests and was deeply inspired by
the contemporary jazz music her parents, aunts and uncles
surrounded her with. In 2018 , Talie was invited to give a
special spotlight performance at the Imbokodo Jazz
Festival in Durban, South Africa, where she was the
only performer to receive a standing ovation. More
recently Talie Monin gave a sensational command
performance at the Nelson Mandela 100th

Centennary Celebrations held in Beijing.

She also headlined at the Hong Kong

International Jazz Festival in October 2018.

She released her debut album "24 Strathay"

at the end of 2018. The songs on this project

reflect both her deep African musical roots and her

longstanding love for the Great American Songbook
and contemporary jazz.
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Icy Lai: Curator, Show Director

Lai devoted herself to arts administration after graduation from
the CUHK with a Master degree in music, with a comprehensive
background in project planning and execution, she is a
performing arts professional with expertise in show
production and curation.

In 2018, Lai received Project Grant from the Hong
Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC)
to create her cross-disciplinary work
"First Half of Life" with young Steinway

artist Rachel Cheung. In 2020, as a
programme producer and curator,

Lai was selected to participate in

an international music conference

Classical: NEXT in the Netherlands

in 2021, from which she is expected

to exchange programme production
experience with international producers,
agency and artists. This exchange was also
by HKADC.
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Notes of curation and Introduction of the Programme

When | was designing a Jazz Music Programme for French May Arts Festival, the
idea of a cross-disciplinary work of local Jazz Music and French films popped into
my head. In this performance, we desire to introduce the dynamic and romantic
film styles to audience through a series of handpicked French films from different
periods, and also hope to attract audience from the new generation with this
modern interpretation by Hong Kong local musicians to learn more about these
classic French films, and ultimately to achieve the objective of French May Arts
Festival — Cultural exchange between French and Hong Kong locals.

The French classics chosen for this concert such as “Elevator to the Gallows", “A Man
and A Woman”, “Breathless”, “The Young Girls of Rochefort” are well-known for their
jazz music soundtracks. Audience can enjoy all these wonderful works tonight.
After the concert, you are also encouraged to look for the original version of these

soundtracks, to recall your memories about their function and effect in the films.

Another highlight of the concert is our rearranged works. We have selected and
rearranged some film scores which are potentially compatible with jazz music and
will perform here tonight for the first time. Original soundtracks of films including
“The Umbrellas of Cherbourg”, “The Thomas Crown Affair” and “Summer of '42" are
composed by Michel Legrand, the outstanding French composer and jazz pianist.
Although these works were not composed in jazz style, Michel rearranged and
performed his compositions in jazz in various occasions. Now, Hong Kong-based jazz
musician, Patrick Lui has rearranged Michel’s film scores in modern style. Together
with the euphonious voice of our guest singer Talie Monin, a brand-new experience
will be delivered to the audience in tonight’'s concert. For the all-time favourites
“"Amelie” and “The Big Blue”, even though they have nothing to do with jazz music,
they have huge potential for rearrangement. The plot and the solo performance
of saxophone in the theme song of “The Big Blue” have also inspired Patrick Lui to
compose a score for his Jazz Orchestra. Let's look forward to hearing his original
work.

May this exclusive evening be your one of fond memories.

Dedicated to everyone who loves music and films, enjoy!

Icy Lai
Curator
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ERRLTYE feat. BHERRLTASE
Jazz in French Films feat.Patrick Lui Jazz Orchestra

#iB & Programme

\ (Fk7kBA) The Umbrellas of Cherbourg
I will wait for you*

N, (BEBF=) The Thomas Crown Affair
The Windmills of your mind*

N (GERIGEERE) Elevator to the Gallows
Générique
Julien dans l'ascenseur
Florence sur les Champs-Elysées

N (BFiTE) Breathless
A bout de souffle
New York Herald Tribune

\ Ubuntu#
Rl : EiaE
Composed by Patrick Lui
(BERE (8/BEX) Inspiration from The Big Blue

W (REBEE) Amelie
La Valse d’Amelie

\ (BEHLE) AMan and A Woman
Un homme et une femme

W (EEIEY Summer of '42
Summer of '42 (Main Theme)*

(HMBTEYEY The Young Girls of Rochefort
Arrivée des camionneurs
Chanson d'Yvonne*
Chanson des jumelles*

* BEFBIFIEF - EEEIE Sing by guest singer Talie Monin
# [RAIYES Original work
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Edh - BRE
Composed by Patrick Lui
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In the Southern African Zulu language, Ubuntu, which is part of the phrase
'ubuntu ngumuntu ngabantu', emphasizes 'being self through others'. Drawing
inspiration from the film's depiction of the relationship between man and nature,
the composition attempts to capture the sense of 'unity' and 'togetherness'.




